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temple which was famous for its oracles. On enter-
ing he invoked the name of Christ, and made the
sign of the cross, and continued till morning in
prayer and psalmody, as was his custom. He then
went forward, but was pursued by the Priest of the
temple, who threatened to bring him before the
magistrates, as having driven the evil spirit from the
building, who was unable to return. Gregory tore off
a small portion of the book he had with him, and
wrote on it the words, " Satan, enter." The Priest, on
returning, finding that the permission took effect as
well as the former prohibition, came to him a second
time, and asked to be instructed about that God who
had such power over the demons. Gregory unfolded
to him the mystery of the Incarnation; and the
pagan, stumbling at it, asked to see a miracle.
Nyssen, who has spoken all along as relating the
popular account, now says that he has to relate what is
"of all the most incredible/' A stone of great size lay
before them ; the Priest asked that it might be made
to move by Gregory's faith, and Gregory wrought the
miracle. This was followed by the Priest's conver-,.
sion, but not as an isolated event; for, on his entry
into the city, all the inhabitants went out to meet
him, and enough were converted on the first day by
his preaching to form a church. In no long time he
was in a condition to call upon his flock to build a
place of worship, the first public Christian edifice on